[Sarcoidosis].
Sarcoidosis is a rare granulomatous disease mainly affecting lymph nodes and the lungs but joints, bones, muscles and other organs can also be affected. Sarcoidosis therefore represents an important differential diagnosis to various rheumatic diseases. For the diagnosis and differential diagnostic clarification, bronchoscopy including endobronchial ultrasound-guided fine needle aspiration of mediastinal and hilar lymph nodes represent the main procedures. Because of the high spontaneous remission rate initiating a therapy requires a therapeutic goal defined by sarcoidosis-associated functional organ impairment, especially for acute sarcoidosis. Cortisone represents the most commonly administered medication whereas methotrexate and azathioprine are well-established second-line medications. Antibodies which neutralize tumor necrosis factors (TNF) are a potential third-line therapy.